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The Convention which was called devised a
constitution in which the principle of inherent
sovereignty of the constituent states was recon-
ciled with the exercise of necessary executive
power by a Central Government. The Ameri-
can Constitution is a very short document
which has been read aloud in twenty-three
minutes. But it laid down the main principles
on which the government of the Union was to
be based and created the institutions by which
those principles were to be carried out.
The United States is, as its name implies, a
union of states. The Constitution recognises
this fundamental fact and embodies the prin-
ciple that the Central Government can only
exercise those powers which are expressly
granted to it. The residuary powers belong
to the states. The accepted principles of
judicial interpretation of the constitutional
powers of the Central Government are (i) that
every power so claimed c should be articu-
lated to some provision of the constitution';
(2) * where there is such articulation, inter-
pretation should be liberal.5 The powers of
the Central Government are therefore strictly
limited and comprise those expressly granted
and those which naturally follow from such,